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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** At the end of the Cold War every country was forced to reexamine the
fundamental assumptions that had formed their security policies for the last 45 years. Among the victors of the
Cold War, few countries were faced with a more disparate set of new circumstances than Turkey. Unlike the
United States and Western Europe, victory for Turkey had a very ambivalent quality. Almost overnight Turkey
moved from being the buttressing flank of one strategic region, to the epicenter of a new one. In a bipolar
world Turkey had had the luxury of an uncomplicated security policy in which, broadly speaking, it aligned with
the West, opposed the Soviet Union, and ignored the rest. In the new security environment, Turkey s
geographical position and its military strength now made it a European, Balkan, Middle Eastern, Near Eastern,
Caucasian, Mediterranean, Aegean, and Black Sea power. Sharing borders with Greece, Bulgaria, Georgia,
Armenia, Iran, Iraq, and Syria, Turkey s control of the Bosphorus Straits and the Qardenelles also made it a
Black Sea neighbor of Russia, the Ukraine, Romania and Moldova. Turkey s ethnic roots lay in Central Asia, the
Caucasus, and the Balkans, influencing its interests, concerns, and sympathies. Its Muslim identity demanded a
community of interest in the Middle East, through Pakistan, and across to South East Asia. This span of
responsibility was a source of both excitement and concern, but these emotions were not often shared by its
allies. Turkey was an active participant in the Gulf War, and in its wake President Turgut Ozal stated, It is my
conviction that Turkey should leave its former passive and hesitant policies and engage in an active foreign
policy....
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