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From the Works of the Chief Poets, Orators, and Prose Writers of Ireland; With Biographical Sketches and
Literary Notices [Charles Lever belongs to the class of authors whom readers regard with a personal love. The
kindness of heart, the sunniness of temper, the high spirit, and pure feeling that are found in his books naturally
suggest the idea that the author himself possessed the virtues he portrayed; and the assumption is correct.
Charles Lever was, indeed, like one of those Irish gentlemen whom his pen has made as familiar figures to us as
beings of real life; and his character and career were, like theirs, full of light and shade, of virtues and foibles.
His generosity often degenerated into recklessness and display; he did an immense deal of work, but his work
was desultory, and often careless; and a stout heart occasionally broke down, and a sanguine temperament
turned to despair, before small obstacles and trifling sorrows. But, take him with all his faults, Lever was a true
man - a true Irishman; proud, courageous, high-minded; a faithful husband, a devoted father, an affectionate
friend, and a passionate lover of his country and countrymen. Curiously enough, this singularly Celtic character
was only half Irish. His father, James Lever, was an Englishman, and the descendant of an old Lancashire
family. Emigrating to Ireland James Lever found his nationality a considerable recommendation to the
government of the day: for those were the times when, in the words of the old song, Twas treason to be a
Milesian. He was a carpenter and builder by trade, and he obtained profitable...
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