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Notes and Queries, Vol. 3: Concerning the History and Antiquities of America and Biography of Americans He
suffered in dignified silence, and left his great work. unfinished, to the lasting regret of every intelligent
American who is acquainted with the intrinsic value of that which has appeared. Mr. Force was more than sixty
years of age when this real calamity overtook him. It was known to comparatively a few persons, how
immensely valuable was his collection of books, pamphlets and manuscripts, and those few felt a strong desire
to have it possessed either by the National Government or by some historical institution, in the event of his
willingness to dispose of it; for he was compelled to cease labor on his work for which the collection had been
made. It was suggested that he should offer it to the Government. He never did; nor was it until a short time
before his death, that he entertained an idea of parting with it during his lifetime. Many overtures were made
for its purchase, and he refused many tempting offers. Finally, in the year 1866, the enlightened and scholarly
Librarian of Congress, Mr. A. R. Spofford, who felt that it would be a national misfortune and a national
disgrace if that great historical library should be dispersed, as so many valuable libraries had been, made a
determined effort to secure it for the Library of Congress. He obtained Mr. Forces consent to sell it at the price of
$100,000, which had been offered for it by parties in the City of New York. A bill making an appropriation of
that...
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