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Water of Life: A History of
Wine-distilling and Spirits
from 500 BC to AD 2000

By C. Anne Wilson

Prospect Books. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW,
Water of Life: A History of Wine-distilling and Spirits from 500
BC to AD 2000, C. Anne Wilson, This important book looks at the
entire history of distilling in the Middle East and Europe from
the earliest experiments by the Pythagorean alchemists of
Ptolomaic Egypt in the fourth century BC to the commerical
production of spirits to drink in the British Isles to the year
2000. It is important because Ms Wilson has explored byways of
early history that have been little noticed by previous scholars.
She links the art of distilling to alchemical practice; to the
Dionysian cults of ancient Greece and Rome; to the
development of the art by the Gnostic mystic Christian sects
(who greatly influenced the Coptic church in lower Egypt and
Ethiopia); to the researches of the Persians and Arabs; to the
preservation of the art by various heretic cults in western
Europe such as the Bogomils and Cathars and, of course, the
Templars; then into more mainstream development by the
medieval and Renaissance alchemists; before comparative
relaxation into the domestic history of distilling in England for
the manufacture of strong liquor and the making of
medicinal...
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R eviews

Just no words to explain. Indeed, it is actually play, nevertheless an amazing and interesting literature. Its been written
in an exceptionally simple way and is particularly simply following i finished reading through this ebook by which in
fact altered me, alter the way in my opinion.
-- Leila ni R ippin   

Extremely helpful to all category of individuals. I have got go through and that i am confident that i will likely to read
through once again again later on. Once you begin to read the book, it is extremely di?icult to leave it before
concluding.
-- Nikita  Her z og    
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