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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1788 Excerpt: . . . tends rather to quiet the mind than to rouse it: upward motion, Chap. i. on on the
contrary, overcoming the resistance of gravity, makes an impression of a great effort, and thereby rouses and
enlivens the mind. The public games of the Greeks and Romans, which gave so much entertainment to the
spectators, consisted chiefly in exerting force, wrestling, leaping, throwing great stones, and suchlike trials of
strength. When great force is exerted, the effort felt internally is animating. The effort may be such, as in some
measure to overpower the mind: thus the explosion of gun-powder, the violence of a torrent, the weight of a
mountain, and the crush of an earthquake, create astonishment rather than pleasure. No quality nor
circumstance contributes more to grandeur than force, especially where exerted by sensible beings. | cannot
make the observation more evident than by the following quotations. Him the almighty power Hurld headlong
flaming from th ethereal fley, With hideous ruin and combustion, down To bottomless perdition, there to dwell
In adamantine chains and penal sire, Who durst defy th Omnipotent to arms. Paradise Los, licit . Now storming
fury rose, And clamour such as heard in heaven till now Was never; arms on armour clashing brayd Horrible
discord, and the madding wheels Of brazen chariots ragd; dire was the noise Of conflict; over head the dismal
hiss Of Of siery darts in flaming vollies flew, And flying vaulted either host with sire. So under fiery cope...
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