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comparison groups are statistically significant or oDicials are not likely to understand complex whether the
diDerences are likely due to chance. statistical presentations. Reports should be brief and Knowing the change
scores of the treatment or written with clarity and objectivity. They should comparison groups is not as useful
as knowing if the summarize the program, evaluation methods, key change scores are statistically diDerent.
With findings, limitations, conclusions and inferential statistical techniques, evaluators can also
recommendations. take into account ( i. e. , statistically control for or hold constant ) background
characteristics or other Anticipate obstacles. Evaluation studies rarely factors ( e. g. , attrition, program dose,
pretest score ) proceed as planned. Be prepared to encounter a between the treatment and comparison groups
when number of obstacles - some related to resources and assessing changes in behavior or other program
project staDing and others related to the field outcomes. Regardless of the statistical technique you
investigation itself ( e. g. , tension between scientific use, always keep in mind that statistical significance and
programmatic interests, enrollment of control does not always equate with practical meaningful groups,
subject mobility, analytic complexities, and significance. Use caution and common sense when 8 unforeseeable
and disruptive external events ). interpreting results. Multiple collaborating organizations with competing Many
statistical techniques used by researchers interests may result in struggles over resources, to assess program
effects ( e. g. , analysis of variance goals, and strategies . ....
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