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Gotham Books. Paperback / softback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Real Wizard of Oz: The Life and
Times of L. Frank Baum, Rebecca Loncraine, In the first major literary biography of L. Frank Baum, Rebecca
Loncraine tells the story of Oz as you've never heard it, with a look behind the curtain at the vivid life and
eccentric imagination of its creator. L. Frank Baum wrote The Wonderful Wizard of Oz in 1899 and it was first
published in 1900. A runaway hit, it was soon recognized as America's first modern fairy tale. Baum's life story,
like the fictional world he created, is uniquely American, rooted in the transforming historical changes of his
times. Baum was a complex and eccentric man who could never stay put for long; his restless creative spirit
and voracious appetite for new projects led him across the U.S. during his lifetime, and he drew energy and
inspiration from each new dramatic landscape he encountered, . Born in 1856, Baum spent his youth in the
Finger Lakes region of New York as amputee soldiers returned from the Civil War; childhood mortality was also
commonplace, blurring the lines between the living and the dead, and making room in Baum's young
imagination for vividly real ghosts. When Baum was growing up, P. T. Barnum ruled the minds of small towns
and his traveling circus was the most famous act around. Baum married a headstrong young woman named
Maud Gage and they ventured out west to Dakota Territory, where they faced violent tornadoes, Ghost Dancing
tribes and desperate droughts, before trading the hardships on the Great Plains for the excitement of Chicago
and the fantastical White City of the World's Fair. Baum's writing tapped into an inner world that blurred his
own sense of reality and fantasy. The...
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