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Summary: "The new book "Small Wars, Faraway Places" is the vault of knowledge that followers of current
events have been seeking. From the Mau-Mau Emergency in Kenya to the Korean War. to the French
misadventure in Indochina and the clash between Arab nationalism and Zionism in the British Mandate in
Palestine, Burleigh traces 18 distinct story lines of terrorism, counter-terrorism, intrigue, nationalism, and Cold
War rivalry. With these stories, the reader can find the tangled roots on nearly all of today''s nasty hotspots; he
or she can even foresee the sort of messes that modern-day conflicts are likely to create down the road, using
Burleigh''s patient documentation of troubled areas like Malaya and Algeria as templates. That "Small Wars"
eschews easy answers or one-size-fits-all theories about the conflicts that it documents is a tribute to its
author." --James Norton, The Christian Science Monitor "Michael Burleigh takes on the interaction between the
two great geopolitical dramas of decolonization and the Cold War. The book contains a series of vivid, vigorous
narratives, illuminated by telling snippets of information, compelling but rarely flattering portraits of the key
characters and some trenchant judgments. Burleigh brings to life forgotten events." --Lawrence Freedman, The
Washington Post "Burleigh is hard-hitting in his take on the consequences of the vacuum leM behind in the
wake of departing colonial powers, especially in his depiction of the Viet Minh's decisive victory over the French
at Dien Bien Phu and Britain's botched handling of the Suez Crisis. Slyly humorous and wonderfully detailed,
Burleigh's vivid narrative does justice to the lesser-known struggles of a complex era." Publishers Weekly,
starred review "Agilely written, confidently argued, this is a fine contribution to Cold War history." Booklist
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