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OF ORI ATERS P S L L. W Technology has made it possible to
store my lifes entire records on a computer chip. Medical
information, tax records, financial data, education records,
Social Se-curity contributions, driver records are all available
to someone by merely a few key strokes on a computer.
Controlling access to all of my personal information is nearly
impossible. Each classification of information has its own set of
rules. Privacy considerations are certainly not new. The Fourth
Amendment is one of our most precious constitutional rights:
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses,
papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and
seizures, shall not be violated. However, it is often the
unintended consequences of laws that have the most dev-
astating impact on maintaining personal privacy. Social
Security is a classic exam-ple. When Social Security was
created in 1935, the sole purpose of the Social Secu-rity
Number was to track the earnings of employed Americans so
that their...
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