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VETERANS BENEFITS: NEED TO UPDATE MEDICAL CRITERIA USED IN
VA S DISABILITY RATING SCHEDULE: HRD-89-28 (PAPERBACK)

Bibliogov, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****.GAO reviewed the medical criteria the Veterans Administration (VA) used in its
veteran disabilities rating schedule to determine whether the rating schedule reflected current medical
advances and terminology to enable rating specialists to make accurate and uniform disability decisions. GAO
found that: (1) VA has periodically revised parts of its rating schedule, but has not comprehensively revised the
schedule since 1945 and has not revised 10 of 14 schedule sections since 1978; (2) VA lacked a systematic process
for reviewing schedule sections; (3) VA, military, and private physicians reviewing the schedule identified
examples of outdated terminology, poorly defined impairments, and common medical conditions missing from
the schedule; and (4) VA rating specialists cited concerns about their ability to accurately and uniformly rate
disabilities with the schedule, since it used diagnostic codes which did not distinguish between degrees of
severity and did not list all medical conditions identified in medical examination reports.
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