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Wherever God bestow his spiritual blessings, there is his
vineyard. The Church, as it is a spot of high moral culture, and
enriched by the choicest spiritual favors, receives the title of
vineyard. Where God bestows the greatest care, either by the
labors of his faithful servants, or by the heavenly influence of
his spirit, there is his vineyard. Though the word in its spiritual
application is usually confined to the church; yet it is often
more extended and applies to that community, where the
means of grace, in their purity, are enjoyed. The community of
Israel, comprehending saints and sinners, was anciently, up to
the advent of Christ, the vineyard of the Lord, because t(them
were committed the oracles of God, and they were selected
from the other nations of the earth, to enjoy the means of
salvation. In the chapter before us, containing the text, God
reminds Israel, what he had done...
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