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indexed. Not illustrated. 1866 Excerpt: .for steamers of a small class, for about 150 miles, while the St. Peter s or
Minnesota river affords about a like extent of navigation, flowing through a very fertile section of country. Saint
Paul is one of the oldest settlements in the State. Father Hennepin visited and speaks of its site (1680). Jonathan
Carver made a treaty in 1166 with the Dakotas in Carver s Cave, which is still in existence under Dayton s Bluff,
within the present limits of the city. The site of the city was known to the Dakotas from time immemorial as
Immin-i-jaska or White Rock from its high bluff of white sandstone, a prominent landmark. The first actual
settlement was made in 1838 (just after the Indian title to the land east of the Mississippi had been extinguished)
by one Parrant, a Canadian, who built a cabin on Bench Street. In 1840, a little log chapel was built by Father
Gaultier, a Catholic missionary, on the present site of Catholic Block. The church, or mission was called St. Paul
s, which henceforth became the name of the settlement. From this date the village grew slowly until the
organization of the Territory in 1849, and the location of the capital at St. Paul gave it a new. impetus. That
spring there were only thirty buildings of all kinds in the village, but at the close of the season St. Paul contained
several hundred people. At the first session of the Territorial...
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