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President Wayland s Valuable Treatise on the Limitations of Human Responsibility: In Which He Gives His Views
of Our Duty as Citizens of the United States, in Relation to the Slavery Question | cannot but feel some respect
for my own judgement, on finding myself an admirer of Dr. Wayland as a writer. | think him distinguished,
among the writers of our country, for depth of thought and a happy style of expression. As a firm friend to the
prosperity of our University it is gratifying to me to see a man of his calibre at the head of it. | have attentively
and repeatedly read his Limitations of Human Responsibility with much pleasure, and, | hope some profit. |
think it a valuable treatise, because it has thrown light upon a branch of ethics, a knowledge of which has a
direct and practical application to the daily duties of life. | assent to the soundness of the principles here laid
down and the limitations of them here pointed out, with scarcely an exception, or even hesitation. But when the
author comes to make his application of these principles and their limitations to us and our duty, as citizens of
the U. States, in relation to slavery in this country, | find myself unable to see the entire correctness of his
application, and beg leave to offer some reasons for this inability. It is my intention to do this without any
feelings or expressions inconsistent with the highest personal esteem and respect. Those abolitionists who
condemn this treatise in toto, stand, | think, much in their...
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